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SpaceX to Launch AsiaSat 6 and AsiaSat 8 in 2014 

  

Hawthorne, CA/Hong Kong, 8 February 2012 – Space Exploration Technologies (SpaceX), 

the world’s fastest growing space launch company, and Asia Satellite Telecommunications 

Company Limited (AsiaSat), the leading regional satellite operator in Asia, today announced an 

agreement to launch two AsiaSat communications satellites using SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket in 

2014. 

  

“SpaceX is proud to be the choice of AsiaSat, a pioneer in advancing satellite communications 

in Asia,” said Elon Musk, SpaceX CEO and Chief Technology Officer.  “We are producing the 

most advanced launch vehicles in the world, and the international launch market has 

responded--commercial launches now represent over 60 percent of our upcoming missions.”  

“We are pleased to have SpaceX as our launch partner for the two upcoming missions. We look 

forward to the timely and successful launches of AsiaSat 6 and AsiaSat 8, thereby expanding 

our fleet from four to six satellites in 2014 to provide more high quality and comprehensive 

satellite services in the Asia-Pacific region,” said William Wade, President and Chief Executive 

Officer of AsiaSat. 

AsiaSat 6 and AsiaSat 8 are scheduled to launch in the first half of 2014 from SpaceX’s launch 

complex at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida, USA. 

 

AsiaSat 6 will have 28 high-powered C-band transponders while AsiaSat 8 will have 24 Ku-band 

transponders and a Ka-band beam. The high-powered transponders on the satellite will enable 

the use of small antennas on the ground.   The two SS/L 1300 satellites will serve Asia, the 

Middle East and Australasia.  

 

# # # 

About SpaceX 

SpaceX designs, manufactures and launches the world’s most advanced rockets and spacecraft.  With a 
diverse manifest of 40 launches to deliver commercial and government satellites to orbit, SpaceX is the 
world’s fastest growing launch services provider.  In 2010, SpaceX became the first commercial company 
in history to put a spacecraft into orbit and return it safely to Earth.  With the retirement of the space 
shuttle, the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket and Dragon spacecraft will soon carry cargo, and one day 
astronauts, to and from the Space Station for NASA.  Founded in 2002 by Elon Musk, SpaceX is a private 
company owned by management and employees, with minority investments from Founders Fund, Draper 
Fisher Jurvetson, and Valor Equity Partners. The company has over 1,600 employees in California, 
Texas, Washington, D.C., and Florida. For more information, visit www.SpaceX.com. 
 

http://www.spacex.com/
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About AsiaSat 
AsiaSat, the leading regional satellite operator in Asia, serves over two-thirds of the world's population 
with its four satellites, AsiaSat 3S at 105.5ºE, AsiaSat 4 at 122ºE, AsiaSat 5 at 100.5ºE and AsiaSat 7. 
The AsiaSat satellite fleet provides services to both the broadcast and telecommunications industries. 
Over 500 television and radio channels are now delivered by the company's satellites offering access to 
over 620 million TV households across the Asia-Pacific region. AsiaSat also provides telecommunications 
operators and end users services such as voice networks, private VSAT networks and broadband 
multimedia. AsiaSat’s latest satellites, AsiaSat 6 and AsiaSat 8, are planned to be launched in the first 
half of 2014. It is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Asia Satellite Telecommunications Holdings Limited, a 
company listed on The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited (Stock Code: 1135). For more information, 
please visit www.asiasat.com.  
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